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Retrospection of Earthquake Monitoring in Gansu Province
before and after the 1976 Songpan—Pingwu M;7. 2 Earthquake

QIAN Jia-dong
(Institute of Earthquake Science, CEA, Beijing 100036,China)

Abstract: On the basis of recollecting historical records and materials comprehensively and thor-
oughly, the monitoring and forecasting and disaster relief of two Ms7. 2 earthquakes occurring on
Songpan and Pingwu from August 16 to 23, 1976 were analyzed retrospectively. It showed that
the seismological personnel in Gansu province and Sichuan province organized and carried out lot
of effective work for the earthquake, It made Songpan earthquake, as an important example of
predicting the earthquake successfully, have a more thorough, complete and scientific record in
the history of the development of seismic work in our country. According to the seismic parame-
ters offered by China Earthquake Networks Center, we discussed the name of this earthquake and
suggested that it would be more appropriate to name it as "Songpan— Wenxian earthquake", or "
Pingwu— Wenxian earthquake", or "Songpan— Wenxian—Pingwu earthquake".
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Fig. 2 The corresponding progresses of work on geoelectrical

resistivity anomaly at Wudu station: ( | )demonstrating
anomaly on national trend consultation from Dec. ,
1975 to January, 1976; ([ ) implementing the anomaly
at stations ( including Tianshui and Lixian) from

May to April, 1976; ([ ) The team monitored the
earthquake at the junction of Gansu and Sichuan

province in early July, 1976T
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