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Abstract:Based on field investigation for the building damage caused by Minle— Shandan Mg6. 1
and Ms5. 8 earthquakes in 2003, the kinds of buildings are classified and their structure character-
istics are discussed. Through analysis the characteristics and the mechanism of damages for each
kind of buildings are revealed. Furthermore, experiences and lessons on seismic disaster preven-
tion and reduction in such countriside area are summarized and the management of rural buildings
is emphasized.
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Fig.1 Gable collapse in a

wood-frame house.
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Fig. 2 Rabbets of wood-frame

house were pull apart.
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Fig. 3 Most of the wood-adobe houses collapsed or suffered serious damage in meizoseismal area.
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Fig.4 Roof slump in a wood-brick house .
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Fig. 6 Collapse of a loess cave-dwelling .
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Fig. 5 Partition wall collapsing is common case for
wood-adobe and wood-brick buildings.
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